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EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SECRETARIES, 

1901. 

To the President and Members of the Columbia Histor- 
ical Society. 

Your Secretaries respectfully submit this, their eighth 
annual report, beginning with the 50th meeting of the So- 
ciety, January 7, 1901, and ending with the 56th meeting, 
December 2, of the same year. 

The growth of the Society between these dates has ex- 
ceeded that of any preceding year, the Board of Managers 
having elected to active membership 78 persons; but while 
we note this increase with both pleasure and satisfaction we 
are saddened by the remembrance of those 6 valued members 
who have passed from our midst to the Great Beyond, their 
names strikingly exemplifying the dictum that * * Death loves 
a shining mark." Through stress of others duties, or re- 
moval from the city, 4 have resigned; making the present 
number carried on our rolls, 250. 

The Society has held seven meetings, all in the banquet hall 
of the Shoreham. Thirteen formal communications have 
been presented and 37 persons have taken part in the result- 
ing discussions. The average attendance has been 102, the 
largest being 175 at the April meeting, and the smallest 60, 
at that in February. The Board of Managers has held 13 
meetings at which the average attendance has been 11, the 
largest 13 ; the smallest 7. At the March meeting, after the 
formal papers of the evening had been read, appreciative and 
loving tributes were paid to the memory of Dr. Samuel 
Clagett Busey, who had been one of our governing Board 
since 1897, and an able chairman of the Committee on 
Publication. 

In common with the rest of our nation we have been called 
upon to mourn the death of our Chief n Executive and to 
sympathize with Great Britain in the loss of her beloved 
Queen; while in recognition of the important work already 
accomplished by us, we were invited to cooperate with the 
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Local Committee in some suitable expression of welcome to the 
American Historical Association during their recent session 
in this city; and an exchange of publications has been 
solicited by the Royal Academy of Belles Lettres, History 
and Antiquities of Stockholm, Sweden. 

During the year, the Society has issued volume 4 of its 
Records, a work of 248 pages and 7 illustrations. 

The Committee having in charge the copying of the early 
records of the City Councils, which exist only in manuscript 
and are fast dropping to decay, have spent the funds en- 
trusted to them to such good purpose that the Society has 
now in its possession a typewritten copy of these interesting 
and valuable records from 1802 to 1817, and still the good 
work goes on. 

Mary Stevens Beall, 

Recording Secretary. 
M. I. Weller, 

Corresponding Secretary. 
January 6, 1902. 



